
GENERAL BODY MEETING MINUTES​
Seaton Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization 

May 6, 2026 
 
 
Principal Updates 

●​ DCPS Afterschool Registration will open May 19th at 10am on the MOST website.  

o​ 160 seats available – up from 140 from the current year 

o​ You must be enrolled at Seaton to enroll in aftercare. 

o​ Pre-K kids enroll directly with YMCA 

●​ See attached slides for end of year celebration dates for each grade level. 

●​ May 19 Grade 5 – Learn to ice skate experience – 9-11:00 am 

o​ Space for parents if you want to go 

o​ Will be at the Capitals Iceplex in Virginia 

●​ Girls on the Run – 5k on 5/17 at 7am 

o​ Need buddy runners, please volunteer if you’re able - reach out to Ms. Hawthorne. 

●​ Tech Use at Seaton 

○​ See the slides for grade level tech allocation of laptops and iPads.  

○​ What have we been funding in terms of apps? 

■​ SORA – includes every e-book that is part of DCPS elementary libraries. Popular 

because kids can access any book. Can read them on iPad or laptops. This is 

done during independent reading time – mostly 4th and 5th graders 

■​ No access to YouTube unless a teacher makes it available. Anything kids connect 

to has to go through DCPS network – use Clever for that and YouTube is blocked 

○​ Kids are subjected to advertising? 

■​ If DCPS doesn’t pay for an app (using free version of the app), there may be ads. 

Generally educational ads, Ms. Janka noted that she has never seen any random 

stuff on it. 

○​ Do any of these apps have an AI component? 

■​ Not approved by DCPS yet. Long process for DCPS to approve or not approve 

applications. 

○​ ELA texts are all virtual – school no longer gets hard copies of texts 

■​ Text features are helpful to make it more accessible – i.e. text read aloud. 

○​ iReady – kids have a tech station and do a lesson, timing depends on the kid but are 

about 20 mins 

○​ CAPE cannot be done on paper – need to prepare kids on using devices. 

○​ Is there discussion at our school or in the district about whether tech is adding value or 

harmful to learning? 

■​ No discussion about whether teaching through technology is working or how to 

use devices. Last push the school had was how much tech the schools had 

access to.  

○​ Brain breaks – parents expressed that they did not like tech used for that 

https://most.dc.gov/en-US/


■​ A lot of feedback is about not using tech for non-educational purposes, or using 

videos for social/emotional regulation. Brain breaks are a good time to step 

away from tech 

■​ How much time a day are kids using tech per day? Don’t have a quantifiable 

number. Can we track based on student log in to Clever? Principal Torres will 

look into this. 

○​ It was agreed that there needs to be a longer conversation on this issue. Need input 

from parents and teachers. Would like to have protocols on usage. Maybe some 

instruction for kids about why limiting screentime is important  

 

Modernization  
●​ The SIT met on April 27 to provide feedback to the design team on new playgrounds and layout 

of outdoor space for the modernized Seaton site. The presentations can be found here: Espanol 
and English. The SIT provided feedback on what we love about our current playground, including 
“the spinny thing”, the great climbing structures and social play areas, playhouse for imaginative 
play, more adventurous options for PK playground, mature-inspired, earth tone colors, 
communication boards close to all play areas, more shade.  

●​ The SIT stressed the importance of preserving the mini-pitch, which has high utilization. The SIT 
also asked that as much garden space and tree coverage be preserved as possible, and reiterated 
our request for a grass field instead of a turf field. 

o​ Expressed concerns about losing trees and parking. They’re going to work out ways to 
work through design. Some regulations about how much space on playgrounds per 
student.  

o​ Don’t have certainty about what will happen with mini pitch – may need to fundraise for 
a new one 

●​ Playground design for modernized Seaton 
o​ Teachers had a lot to contribute 
o​ Can’t recycle current playground 
o​ Things we don’t want to see list: Swings, turf, single-use play equipment, too many 

seams on playground surface 
●​ DCPS policy to use turf – still debating this 
●​ Do we want a new school name after modernization? 

o​ Committee being formed to talk about this issue – we need committee members! Let 
Swathi know if you want to join 

 
Swing Space Update  

●​ Bussing update – Deadwyler School Bus Transportation company has been selected as the 
contractor for the 2 year period. 

●​ We will have 9 busses; working on finalizing schedule - can switch half way through the year if 
needed. 

○​ There will be two afternoon timeframes: 3:20 and a time to make sure kids are back at 
Seaton by 6pm 

○​ How flexible are they with taking the bus some days and not others? There are bus 
rosters, but don’t think you’ll get kicked off if you miss some days 

○​ Bus driver and bus attendant per bus – parents aren’t allowed on the bus 
○​ Siblings can be on the same bus 

https://seatondc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Spanish-Playground-Visioning-SIT-Meeting-Seaton-ES.pdf
https://seatondc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Playground-Visioning-SIT-Meeting-Seaton-ES.pdf


○​ Currently looking to hire a bus coordinator to be on site – split day 
●​ Admin team walked space on 4/20 – about 40% completed 

○​ Classroom assignments have been made – internal map circulated 
○​ Same set up as Seaton  
○​ More light – cafeteria has windows 
○​ Space feels smaller 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Total Revenue: $48,278 
Total expenses: $24,083 (events, teacher appreciation, field trips) 
Net income: $24,196 
 

●​ Overall, we’ve done great with fundraising this year -Exceeded $40k goal for the year.  
●​ Trying to figure out best use of built up money with swing space - stipend to teachers to help set 

up classrooms? 
●​ Spring Carnival is the biggest annual expense, followed by multicultural day - so sill coming up. 
●​ Afterschool clubs: voluntary $50 donation to cover what the PTO pays the teachers. The 

contribution rates have been variable. PTO could do a better job of communicating to parents 
that the PTO is paying the teachers directly, and that’s why we’re asking for a voluntary 
contribution. 
 

Committee Updates 
●​ Afterschool 

o​ Please make a $50 donation to the PTO for teacher-led clubs. This covers the teacher 
stipend, which the PTO pays for. 

●​ Events 
o​ We can only do Spring Carnival and Multi-cultural day with parent volunteers – please 

sign up! 
●​ Yearbook 

o​ You can also donate a yearbook 
●​ Ward 2 Ed Council  

o​ March discussed special ed offered at Euclid MS. CEC students will go to John Francis, 
not new MS. 

o​ April W1/W2 meeting April 21 with Brooke Pinto 
●​ Family Engagement 

o​ 150 Nats tickets donated for May 31st. Still have tickets - reach out if interested!  
●​ Teacher appreciation 

o​ Provided daily gifts for teachers and staff the week of May 4 
●​ Ward 2 

o​ Community working group for middle school had meeting about world language options 
– good news is we could have budget to offer two tracks of Spanish (can get high school 
credit for classes). Bad news is if we did that won’t have budget for language other than 
Spanish 

o​ Some kids who might come to the middle school are in dual-language elementary 
schools, so having the dual track for Spanish could help attract them 

o​ Still deciding name on middle school  
 
School and PTO Events 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14bVyoGr5MPlngKkDAwG_jLNXlTr84owt/edit?gid=825654650#gid=825654650
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14bVyoGr5MPlngKkDAwG_jLNXlTr84owt/edit?gid=825654650#gid=825654650


●​ 5/15: Spring Carnival (5:30-7:30pm) with kids v. parents soccer game at 6pm.  
o​ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
o​ Let Kat Matza or Ms. Duarte know if you’re interested in the game 

●​ 5/28 Dacha Family Happy Hour (5-8 pm) 
●​ 5/30 Brunch @ Lulu’s Winegarden to raise funds for multicultural day (11-3pm) 
●​ 6/5: Multi-cultural day (3:30-5:30pm)  

o​ Will circulate list of all classrooms and countries 
o​ Please reach out to teachers if you want to help 

●​ 6/10 PTO Meeting (5:30 - 6:30pm)  
●​ 6/12 Field Day (PK-2 in AM; 3-5 in PM) VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
●​ 6/15 5th grade promotion ceremony  
●​ 6/16 NO SCHOOL 
●​ 6/18 last day of school 


