
GENERAL BODY MEETING MINUTES​
Seaton Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization 

April 8, 2026 
 
 
Principal Updates 

●​ Thanks for participation in Sprit Week! It is a big morale booster at the school. 
●​ CAPE testing (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday mornings) 

o​ Week of April 6th, Science, 5th only 
o​ Week of April 27th, ELA, 3-5th  
o​ Week of May 4, Math, 3-5th  
o​ Week of May 11, Make ups 

●​ During CAPE testing: there is no outdoor recess while testing is taking place. Many 
teachers instead go on a walk or utilize the garden. Younger grades may plan field trips. 
Up to individual teachers.  

●​ SY2026-2027 budget highlights/additions: 
o​ Enrollment was 385 students this year. Project 398 next year. 
o​ Will hire a bus coordinator 
o​ Will maintain current staffing models for Gen Ed teachers. There will be two 4th 

grade classes and two 5th grade. Currently there are 46 3rd grade students. 
Need to be high 50s/60s to get an additional gradelevel homeroom. Starting in 
3rd grade there are higher ratios.  

o​ Reduction in staffing levels for multi-languge (ML) teachers: expected 140 
students this year, but only have 120, so will have fewer ML teachers next year.  

o​ Add afterschool teacher (140-160 seats K-5). Enrollment will be through MOST 
website again.  

o​ No capacity limits for ECE afterschool next year; can enroll directly with the Y. 
This will reduce the waitlist suspense for K-5th grades, since Seaton didn’t know 
who on the waitlist was for PK vs. K-5 until August.  

●​ See attached slides for a summary of how Seaton students are performing on math and 
literacy goals for this year. Highlights include:  

o​ Goal 85% of students meet literacy stretch goals (more than 1 year of growth). 
Middle of year: 23% of students met; 29% met half; 49% no growth. Slightly 
above where we were last year. Will provide additional supports to those not on 
track to meet goal.20%.  

o​ Goal 75% 3-5th graders score on-, mid-, or late-grade level for reading. 
Performing above where we were at this point last year, with 38% meeting goal.   

o​ Goal 85% meet math stretch goals. Slightly above last year. On track to meet 
with 18% met, 48% met half.  

o​ Attendance: goal to have 94% in seat attendance. Currently: 93.45%. Chronically 
absent rate (more than 10 days) is around 20%. 

●​ Second Grade Biking! Mr. Chavis is looking for volunteers  
o​ April 20th - 24th, any day, help with helmet and bike fitting 
o​ Also for 2 bike riding trips, half day for both. Dates TBD. 
o​ Follow up directly with Mr. Chavis if interested.  

●​ 5th graders 
o​ Doing ice skating with the caps! 



o​ Medstar Iceplex 
o​ Date TBD.  

 
●​ Parent interest in working together to revisit Seaton’s screen policy.  

o​ Oyster and Bancroft have established new policies.  
o​ Will follow up at next PTO meeting 
o​ EdTech DCPS petition is currently circulating more broadly 

 
Modernization  

●​ Currently: building structure has been finalized; know some of what the interior will look 
like.  

●​ Next SIT meeting is April 27th. Playground “visioning” for modernized space. These 
plans will be finalized fall 2026. Colors, materials, structures.  

 
Swing Space Update  

●​ Final playground plan is available here. 
○​ Successful in getting the additional grassy space included in the school’s fenced 

in area.  
○​ Field will be turf. Not the kind with infill (rubbery balls). Better than alternative. No 

PFOS/PFOA. Will continue to push for grass in modernized Seaton space.  
○​ Spending about $1m to renovate park surrounding the space, ideally starting in 

the winter. Looking into how school can use space, particularly for DC Scores or 
other afterschool vendors.  

○​ DCPS has requested MOA from DPR for the playground to be closed to the public 
during school hours; DPR has so far denied the request. Still working on this - will 
bring in council and mayor’s office. DPR policy is that DPR land needs to be open 
to DC residents during the day.  

●​ Coming soon:  
○​ What to expect about classroom locations/classroom types 
○​ School map (internal document only for security reasons) 
○​ Cafeteria spaces 

●​ All Seaton furniture and materials will be moved to the swing space over the summer.  
●​ Moving company has been selected. Will host 2 meetings with staff in April. 
●​ Seaton will field a survey in late April to determine bussing logistics 

○​ Brent Elementary is currently swining at another site and we’re learning from 
them. 

○​ One bus company will be in charge of all transportation. Most likely, each bus will 
have both driver and a bus aid.  

○​ Next school year budget: requested a bus coordinator. Will coordinate rosters, 
communications, etc.  

○​ Need to be in 3rd grade at least to “self dismiss” and walk home. 
○​ Goal is to have an open house of the swing space before start of school year. 

Seaton staff has an opportunity to see April 20th.  
●​ How is the school planning for drop off/pick up logistics?  

○​ DDOT did a walk of the space, will determine best location.  
○​ Howard will have construction near the swing space, so this may also impact 

flow of traffic.  
○​ Possibility for DDOT to put school loading parking signs around the entrance.  

https://www.change.org/p/invest-in-dc-kids-and-teachers-not-tech-companies
https://seatondc.org/swing-space-modernization/


○​ SIT will follow up with DDOT to understand what they’re doing to make drop 
off/pick up safe. Though overall - much less traffic at the swingspace. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Current cash balance: $68,759.81 
Total expenses: $21,429.89 (events, teacher appreciation, field trips) 
Net income: $17,327.97 
 
Spring Carnival is the biggest annual expense, followed by multicultural day - so sill coming up. 
 
Afterschool clubs: voluntary $50 donation to cover what the PTO pays the teachers. The 
contribution rates have been variable. PTO could do a better job of communicating to parents 
that the PTO is paying the teachers directly, and that’s why we’re asking for a voluntary 
contribution. 

 
Committee Updates 

●​ Afterschool 
o​ Sign up is still open!  
o​ As of yesterday: lower than expected enrollment in vendor clubs. Please sign up 

if you’re interested, vendors may cancel or consolidate if not sufficiently enrolled. 
Lego and DC Way in particular.  

●​ Events 
o​ We can only do Spring Carnival and Multi-cultural day with parent volunteers – 

please sign up! 
●​ Auction goes live today!!! 

o​ Teacher donations this year, including VR gaming and lunch with Ms. Fizer, Trip 
to the zoo with Ms. Hawthorne, and Ms. Gupta bunny playtime 

o​ Open to the public, please spread the word 
●​ Yearbook 

o​ Order online here!  
o​ Please send photos to Kaylan by April 19th kaylan.m.adams@gmail.com 
o​ You can also donate a yearbook 

●​ Ward 2 Ed Council  
o​ March discussed special ed offered at Euclid MS. CEC students will go to John 

Francis, not new MS. 
o​ April W1/W2 meeting April 21 with Brooke Pinto 

●​ Family Engagement 
o​ 150 Nats tickets donated for May 31st. First come first served. Look out for an 

email coming soon 
 
Elections 
Motion to approve the full slate of board candidates passes unobjected. SY 2026-2027 Seaton 
Elementary School PTO Board include:  

●​ President: Swathi Bojedla 
●​ Vice President: Anna Lashley 
●​ Secretary: Chris Crider 
●​ Treasurer: Ms. Stacie Fizer 
●​ PK3-2nd grade rep: Nicole McEntee 
●​ 3rd-5th grade rep: Ellie Canter 

https://seatondc.org/afterschool-enrichment/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14bVyoGr5MPlngKkDAwG_jLNXlTr84owt/edit?gid=825654650#gid=825654650
https://shop.yearbookmarket.com/seatonelementary
mailto:kaylan.m.adams@gmail.com


 
School and PTO Events 

●​ 4/20 Seaton Night out @ Republic Cantina (4:-9:30pm) 
●​ 4/28: Spring Auction Happy Hour - Dog Daze (5-8pm) 
●​ 5/6: Bike to school  
●​ 5/6: PTO Meeting 
●​ 5/15: Spring Carnival (5:30-7:30pm) VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
●​ 6/5: Multi-cultural day (3:30-5:30pm)  
●​ 6/10 PTO Meeting (5:30 - 6:30pm)  
●​ 6/12 Field Day (PK-2 in AM; 3-5 in PM) VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
●​ 6/15 5th grade promotion ceremony  


